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A new provincial record of Polysarcus elbursianus 

in East Turkey 

(Orthoptera, Tettigoniidae ) 


Muhabbet Kemal 1 Ahmet Omer Kocak 


Abstract: A new provincial record of Polysarcus elbursianus in East Turkey ( Orthoptera, 
Tettigoniidae ). Cesa News 158:1-3,1 fig. 1 map. 

Polysarcus elbursianus is reported here from Bitlis Province (East Turkey) for the first time. 
Illustrations of adult male and a distributional map are also given. 
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Polysarcus elbursianus was described by Uvarov (1930) from northern Iran. In recent 
years, damages of the enormous populations of this species in Bahgesaray district (Van Province) 
have been discussed (Kemal et al., 2016; Kemal & Kogak, 2017). The gregarous phase of the species, 
appearing once in two years, is very interesting. This phase has been observed in Bahgesaray in 
2014, 2016, and 2018 (present year). This month, the first author capture a single adult male from 
Aydemir village (Mutki, Bitlis Province). This is the first record of this potentially dangerous 
species in Bitlis Province (Fig. la-e). Previously, Polysarcus elbursianus was reported with 
hesitation from Kusgunkiran Pass (Van Province), and “Kars-Horasan road” [Sarikami§, Kars 
Province] (Warchalowska-Sliwa et al., 2013) (Map 1). 

Material studied : iS. East Turkey, Bitlis Province, Mutki, Aydemir village 1700m, 
10.vi.2018, M. Kemal leg. (Cesa). 


1 Dr Muhabbet Kemal - Van Yiiziincii Yil University, Faculty of Science, Dept, of Biology, Campus, Van / Turkey, 
e-mails: muhabbet kemal(Syahoo.com.tr - 

Prof. em. Dr Ahmet Omer Ko^ak, c/o Yiizuncii Yil University, Faculty of Science, Dept, of Biology, e-mail: cesa tr(5)yahoo.com.tr 










Nr. 158 


CesaNews 

Centre for Entomological Studies Ankara 


13 June 2018 



Fig. 1 - Various aspects of Polysarcus elbursianus ( Tettigoniidae ) from Bitlis Prov., Mutki, Aydemir. a - lateral view, 
b - dorsal view, c- lateral view of pronotum, d- frons, e - dorsal view of male genitalia. M.Kemal (Cesa). 



Range of the species in Turkey and in the World 


Map 1 - Distribution of Polysarcus elbursianus. Above: Yellow, Turkey, Iran. Below: Yellow, Sankami§ and 
Kusgunkiran. Green, Bahgesaray. Red, Mutki (present record). 
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